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CAMP LEATHERNECK, Afghanistan -  
 

      The Marine Corps will send elite reconnaissance Marines to 
the former Taliban stronghold of Marjah to buttress combat op-
erations already underway by two conventional infantry battal-
ions there, a top officer here said. 
       First Reconnaissance Battalion, out of Camp Pendleton, Ca-
lif., is arriving at this hub of Marines operations this week, and 
will soon be sent to the country side surrounding Marjah, said 
Brig. Gen. Joseph Osterman, commander of 1st Marine Division
(Forward), based here. Their area will include the Sistani Desert 
to the west of Marjah and Trek Nawa, a sprawling area to Mar-
jah's east filled with farm compounds still controlled by the Tali-
ban. 
      Marines believe the Taliban is coordinating attacks on Marine 
patrols from both areas. 
       "First Recon, before they even left [the U.S.], were training in 
more of a ground combat-type of role," Osterman told Marine 
Corps Times during a Tuesday night interview. "They still retain 
a lot of their reconnaissance skills and the maturity that goes 
with that type of unit, but basically they'll be working those out-
er areas." 
       The decision to send recon Marines to Marjah wasn't made 
because commanders in the region need their ability to go deep 
behind enemy lines without detection, but because the other 
infantry battalions the Corps has in Afghanistan already have 
defined missions underway.  
"Once we go into an area, we never want to leave it until it's 
ready to be transitioned to Afghani control," Osterman said. 
"With the units that are out here and the timing of where they 
are and how things are going, it makes more sense to deploy 
recon than it would be to uncover somebody else and sharing" 
the job. 
 Sistani Desert west of Marjah, Afghanistan 

            Two battalions - 1st Battalion, 6th Marines, and 3rd Bat-
talion, 6th Marines, both out of Camp Lejeune, N.C. - have 
shared the burden of securing Marjah since Marines initially 
assaulted it in February. They will continue their operations, 
with 1st Recon patrolling its own battlespace in the outlying 
areas. 
      Osterman said the Sistani Desert can be handled effectively 
now that 1st Recon has arrived. The 1,000-man battalion replac-
es a company-sized detachment of Marines with 3rd Reconnais-
sance Battalion, out of Okinawa, Japan, and is among the last 
Marine units to arrive in Afghanistan as part of President 
Barack Obama's decision to add about 30,000 combat troops, 
including 8,500 Marines, to Afghanistan this spring.   
       Third Recon's Marines in Afghanistan are based at Leather-
neck, and have been used mostly on supporting missions, such 
as raids, as necessary. First Recon will maintain a headquarters 
element at Leatherneck, but also will have a forward battalion 
headquarters and most of its troops closer to Marjah, Osterman 
said. 
 

 

EDITORôS NOTE:  The articles describing the movements 

and actions of the 1st Recon Battalion in this issue are outdat-

ed and not chronological.  They are published here for the 

benefit of those who are unable to follow the Battalion during 

its deployment.  Pray for Lt. Col. Mooney, the men and wom-

en under his command, and all those who serve in support.                                                             
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  By Lance Cpl. Daniel Boothe, Marine Corps Base 
Camp Pendleton  

   
MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, Calif.  ð 
 
       One of the United Stateôs most elite units took on 
new leadership and opened a new $67 million state-of-the
-art training complex during a change-of-command and 
ribbon-cutting ceremony at Camp Pendleton, July 13.  
Command of Camp Pendletonôs 1st Marine Special Oper-
ations Battalion changed hands as Lt. Col. Jeffrey D. Tug-
gle relinquished responsibility for the unit to Lt. Col. Mi-
chael A. Brooks during the two-hour ceremony. In addi-
tion to new leadership, the battalion also introduced the 
recently built 33-acre complex and six different training 
facilities at the event. 
ñThese men, these Marines are creating history and doing 
the nationôs work on a daily basis,ò said Col. Stephen W, 
Davis, deputy commander, Marine Special Operations 
Command, U.S. Special Operations Command. ñWe ask 
an awful lot of the Marines from this battalion, and we 
owe them a state-of-the-art facility in which they can plan, 
train, operate, and ultimately live.ò 
The latest U.S. Special Operations Command complex 
consists of six different structures designed for headquar-
ters administration, paraloft training, academic instruction, 
motor transportation and warehouse storage. The com-
plexôs million dollar multi-story facilities were built to better 
accomplish the battalionôs worldwide mission. 
A 100-foot tall rappel tower with parachute drying gas-
fired heaters is just one of the advancements provided by 
the new special operation complex. Additional training 
facility upgrades include a language laboratory, an inter-
rogation training room and audio-visual office furniture. 
ñWe are well supported by our leadership, a leadership 
that understands the way of the future,ò said Davis. ñThis 
is a material representation of a shared vision from that 
leadership.ò 
The 1st MSOB was activated on October 26, 2006 and is 
headquartered at Camp Pendleton. Since the unitôs acti-
vation, the battalion has conducted seven team-sized de-
ployments, six company level deployments, and one bat-
talion deployment in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom in Afghanistan. 

     Lieutenant Colonel Tuggle was commissioned a 2nd Lt in 
the Marine Corps upon graduation from Auburn University in 
1990.   As an infantry officer, Lieutenant Colonel Tuggleôs MOS 
assignments include:   Platoon Commander and Company Ex-
ecutive Officer, Lima Company, 3d Bn, 3d Marines; Platoon 
Commander and Company Executive Officer, 5th Force Recon-
naissance Company; Infantry and Reconnaissance Instructor, 
Marine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron ï 1; Opera-
tions Officer, 8th Marines; Executive Officer, 1st Bn, 2nd Ma-
rines; Exercise Chief, SOJ3, Special Operations Command, 
Pacific; Chief of Staff, Joint Special Operations Task Force -
Philippines; and Executive Officer, 3d Marines  

      Lieutenant Colonel Tuggleôs professional military education 
includes: The Basic School, the Infantry Officerôs Course, the 
Amphibious Warfare School, and the Marine Corps Command 
and Staff College (non -resident).   

      Lieutenant Colonel Tuggleôs decorations include the Bronze 
Star with combat ñVò, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal with gold star, the Joint Service Achieve-
ment Medal (2d Award) and the Combat Action Ribbon.   He is 
qualified as a Marine Corps Parachutist, Combatant Diver, and 
Jumpmaster.  

Lieutenant Colonel JeffreyTuggle  



1st MarineDivision Association Marines attending the August Reunion in San Antonio may reasonably expect to find 
the     supply of cheddar crunchy munchies unaffected either by the Gulf Oil Spill or the Pepperidge Farm injunction 

against Nabisco.   BODFISH  CRACKERS  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE   in the Hospitality Suite of the  
WORLD  FAMOUS BODFISH CHAPTER of the 1st Marine Division Association. 

(The pernicious rumor that Chinese crackers will be substituted is idle scuttlebutt and without basis in fact.) 

-THIS IS NOT A DRILL - Clear and lock all weapons before entering       ****Unescorted ladies will be confiscated**** UniformðCammiesðGreen side out  (No Shirt, No Shoes  ð No problem!) 

Your white bucks are safe at  Bodfish so wear um if you still got um 

      Reconnaissance Marines in Afghanistan have launched a 

new operation near the former Taliban stronghold of Marjah 

aimed at pushing insurgents out of nearby areas they have 

used to launch repeated attacks on Marine patrols. 

      Operation New Dawn will be ñattacking areas that insur-

gents use in transit to and from Marjah,ò said 1st Lt. Joshua 

Benson, a spokesman for 1st Marine Division (Forward), 

based in Afghanistan. Marines with 1st Reconnaissance Bat-

talion, out of Camp Pendleton, Calif., launched the operation 

June 15. 

      New Dawn is an extension of Operation Moshtarak, Ben-

son said. The Corps launched that mission in February with a 

massive assault to push the Taliban, drug traffickers and other 

insurgents from Marjah, a sprawling rural area in central Hel-

mand province with more than 80,000 people. 

      Already, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines, out of Marine Corps 

Base Hawaii, has assisted in New Dawn, establishing observa-

tion posts in southern Shorshork, an area in between Marjah 

and Nawa, a district to the east with about 89,000 people, ac-

cording to a Marine Corps news release. Lima Company 3/3 

established blocking positions for 48 hours beginning June 17 

that limited insurgentsô freedom of movement, Marine officials 

said. 

      The actions are likely just the beginning. Marine leaders in 

Afghanistan plan to use 1st Recon to root out insurgents in 

several other areas surrounding Marjah this summer, said 

Brig. Gen. Joseph Osterman, commander of 1st MarDiv Fwd., 

during a June 1 interview with Marine Corps Times in Afghani-

stan. Those areas include the Sistani Desert to the west of 

Marjah and Trek Nawa, a sprawling area to Marjahôs east filled 

farm compounds controlled by the Taliban. The Taliban has  
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as. 

ñFirst Recon, before they even left [the U.S.], were training in 

more of a ground combat-type of role,ò Osterman said in June. 

ñThey still retain a lot of their reconnaissance skills and the ma-

turity that goes with that type of unit, but basically theyôll be 

working those outer areas.ò 

The decision to send recon Marines to Marjah wasnôt made be-

cause commanders in the region need their ability to go deep 

behind enemy lines without detection, but because the other 

infantry battalions the Corps has in Afghanistan already have 

defined missions underway. 

ñOnce we go into an area, we never want to leave it until itôs 

ready to be transitioned to Afghani control,ò Osterman said. 

ñWith the units that are out here and the timing of where they are 

and how things are going, it makes more sense to deploy recon 

than it would be to uncover somebody else and sharingò the job. 
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Marines are always adding new words to the grunt 
vocabulary.  Add Marjah (Sniper Paradise) to the 
list of notable places to avoid if possible 

SSgt Burke  offered to take all comers 
and severely punished  all who re-
sponded.  How many times were you 
bruised by the butt-end of his Ka-Bar 
as he feigned the final blow? Ever hear 
him say sorry about the bruises? 

Pendleton SCOUT photo 

Remember the velvet-

tongued Sergeant 

Strickland?  

Who remembers the feces hitting the rotating blades 
after we dug this basketball structure up at MP Com-
pany and moved it to  our tennis court  at 15-B-
9é.in the dead of night ?  What a glorious coup it 
was ! The concrete it was mounted in was quite 
heavy. 


