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      On 25 June 1950 just prior to a wet, rainy dawn, seven infantry divisions and one armored division of the North Korean 
People's Army (NKPA) crossed the 38th Parallel into South Korea without any justifiable cause.  The move was accompanied by 

an intense artillery and mortar barrage that both surprised and stunned those below the 38th Parallel.   The move was immediate-

ly denounced by the Security Council of the United Nations. Supporting the decision of that body, the United States came to the 

defense of South Korea, first sending what had been Army occupation troops in Japan, and then calling on the only combat-

ready troops in the United States, the U.S Marine Corps.  

       On 2 July 1950, the Chief of Naval Operations directed that a reinforced regiment with supporting air assets be assembled 

for immediate embarkation for Korea. On 7 July 1950, the First Provisional Marine Brigade - stripped out from the skeleton First 

Marine Division - was activated and placed under the command of Brigadier General Edward A. Craig. The major elements 

were the 5th Marine Regiment, Marine Aircraft Group 33, with the balance of supporting ground units. The brigade strength was 

6,534, and within ten days after receiving the warning order, the first element set sail on 12 July 1950 for the Far East.  Among 

those comprising the 1st Provisional  Marine Brigade was  one carefully selected   platoon of the  1st Marine Divisionôs 

then understrength  two platoon Reconnaissance Company.  This reconnaissance element was designated as  Detachment 

Reconnaissance Company, 1st  Provisional Marine Brigade.  Shortly thereafter the remainder of the Reconnaissance 

Company was flown to Japan by order of the Chief of Naval Operations and assigned to a Special Operations Group in 

the Far East Naval Command.  No other reconnaissaince unit appears on any official Order Of Battle for the Korean 

War for the entire period of the conflict nor does any reliable history record any other. 

      On 14 July 1950, all the remaining units of the brigade departed from the West Coast. Before the end of the month, two Ma-

rine Corps aircraft squadrons had begun combat operations from escort carriers.  

      The Detachment Reconnaissance Company, 1st Provisional 

Marine Brigade, debarked from the USS Horace A. Bass (APD

-124) at Pusan Korea on 2 August 1950 and immediately be-

came the point element of the 1st Provisional Marine Bri-

gadeð The ñFire Brigadeò (The force that literallu saved the 

Pusan Perimeter).   Under the command of Captain Kenneth 

Houghton the Company led the Brigade throughout its short 

existence. It was among the first Marines to come under fire 

from the enemy.   

      The Detachment Reconnaissance Company rendered distin-

guished service until the First Marine Division required its 

services for the advance on Inchon during the Inchon Invasion. 

       While half of the Company rendered services to the Bri-

gade The other half was busily engaged as the security element 

for a Special Operations Group of the Far East Naval Com-

mand with Navy UDT Teams 1 and 3 on interdiction missions 

200 miles behind enemy lines on the east coast of the Korean 

Peninsula.  The Special Operations Group destroyed railroad  

tunnels and bridges tunnels in a number of daring  raids to in-

terdict the supply of enemy forces on the Pusan perimeter.  The 

efforts of the Special Operations Group were rewarded with a 

Navy Unit Citation for those who participated. 

      When the First Provisional Marine Brigade was dissolved 

after the breakout from the Pusan Perimeter its Marines were 

returned to the Division which was then in preparation for the 

landing at Inchon. 

      The two separated elements of the Reconnaissance Compa-

ny were reunited on Wolmi-do Island during the landing at 

Inchon.   

A more detailed account of the First Marine Division Reconnaissance 
Company and the Far East Naval Command Special Operations Group in 

Korea, researched and written primarily by the editor of Reflections, can be 

found in the book ñEliteò .  The book is for sale at: 

http://elitereconmarine.com/ 

                                                  
                                                                                                  HU 

http://elitereconmarine.com/


 - AnonðQuoted By Captain Eugene Breeze USMC (Ret)  - 

(Continued from previous page) 

      After landing at Inchon the Company was immediately 

employed as the point or to screen the flanks of the Division as 

it advanced toward Seoul, the capitol of South Korea. 

      On 19 September, 1950 the Company suffered its first per-

manent loss when Pfc Robert Bowers was killed by enemy 

small arms fire.  Bowers fell as he attempted to aid distressed 

swimmers returning from a nighttime reconnaissance crossing 

of the Han River. 

      After the recapture of Seoul the Company was employed as 

the ñImperial Guardò for the American Embassy in Seoul and 

the First Marine Division headquarters. 

      The company sailed from Inchon with the Division and 

participated in ñOperation Yo-Yoò as the Division flotilla 

sailed to an fro while Navy UDT cleared mines from the har-

bor at Wonsan.   

      After landing at Wonsan the Reconnaissance Company 

assumed the point for the Divisionôs advance toward the 

Chosin Reservoir.  During the Chosin campaign First Recon 

was engaged in several encounters with the enemy, participat-

ed in the defense of the Koto-ri perimeter and finally found 

itself as the rear guard for the Division as it fought its way out 

of entrapment south of the Reservoir.  The Company was both 

the first and the last unit to engage the enemy on the approach 

and return from the Chosin Reservoir. 

      After a short reprise at the ñBean Patchò at Masan the 

Company performed continuous ground reconnaissance during 

the ñPohang Guerilla Huntò and the Eighth Army operations 

ñRipperò and ñKillerò in the east-central regions of Korea. 

      The Company was moved to the west of Korea with the 

Division near the end of the truce negotiations and assumed 

direct-action reconnaissance missions on the Jamestown Line 

near the location of the truce talks.   

      The Company was eventually placed in the Kimpo Provi-

sional Regiment and participated in the defense of the Demili-

tarized Zone and the Kimpo Peninsula from its base camp on 

Khangwa-do Island. 

      The Company returned to Camp Pendleton in April of 

1955, was reorganized and resided with Headquarters Battal-

ion at Area 15 of the base until April of 1957 when it was re-

designated ñCò Company in the, then forming,  1st Reconnais-

sance Battalion.  The Company moved from Area 15 to Camp 

Horno, Camp Pendleton in May of 1957. 

48 hours special liberty to the first man to answer correctly.* 
(See NOTE below) 

 *NOTE:  The winner may not choose dates for which he is scheduled to stand Guard Duty or Duty NCO 

   AUTEN  PENLAND  EVERS   TAYLOR 

   AXBERG         CLARK          WHITE        CAMPBELL 

Iôve published this photo beforeéé.but it is one of my favorites.  It puts 

me into a pensive mood (but fondly so) to recall the day.                       HU 

Recon Reflections Issue #19 - 1 June 2011- Page 2 



    During the Iraq war the wall-to-wall onsite media coverage 

overloaded the minds of many who were glued to the tube 

24/7.  It is not remarkable that many of the exploits of the 

combatants were overlooked.  Here is one which any Recon 

Marine will appreciate. 

      The reader is reminded here that during the Korean War , 

Reconnaissance Company, Headquarters Battalion, 1st Marine 

Division made the first (in recorded military history) insertion 

of combat Marines by helicopter during Operation Summit.   

The Company, during one of its several assignments as a di-

rect action combat unit was given the mission of relieving a 

Korean Marine Corps Unit on a remote hilltop near the Punch-

bowl.  

      Another notable first by First Recon was occurred begin-

ning 2 April 1958 when Charlie Company of the 1st Recon-

naissance Battalion was ferried by helicopter from the Subma-

rine USS PERCH to littoral areas along the Camp Pendleton, 

California beach.    

      While little attention was paid the first presented here, it is 

significant in that it demonstrates, once again, the truth found 

in the ñSecond To Noneò tag found on the First Division 

Recon Marines.                                                                  HU 

MAG-16, 1st Recon jump into combat history 

Submitted by: 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing 

 

 

Story by Sgt. Nathan K. LaForte  

 

 

AL ASAD, Iraq (Aug. 10, 2004) -- Six recon pathfinders from 

1st Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine Division, recently 

jumped into the Iraqi night sky and into history from a Marine 

KC-130 Hercules cargo plane belonging to the joint Marine 

Aerial Refueler Transport Squadrons 234 and 352, Marine 

Aircraft Group 16, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing. 

      The high altitude high opening jump took place in western 

Iraq, July 23. 

       Although reconnaissance Marines have religiously prac-

ticed air insertions time and time again, they have been virtual-

ly nonexistent in combat. According to Headquarters Marine 

Corps historical reports, the last combat airdrop a Marine 

Corps unit successfully performed was nearly 35 years ago. 

      The first was on June 14, 1966 during the Vietnam War. A 

small team of recon Marines made the low altitude night jump 

determined to quietly insert and set up an observation point 

within enemy territory. The team made it to the ground with 

only one small injury and was later extracted. 

      The jump was hailed as a success by most involved and the 

combat jump was accepted as a viable means of placing Ma-

rines in hostile areas. 

      The second, on Sept. 5, 1967, almost killed the combat 

airdrop idea for the Marine Corps. A group of nine Marines 

jumped into the night sky for a supposed 700-foot elevation 

drop. Because of mechanical malfunctions with the plane, the 

Marines unknowingly jumped from around 1500 to 2000 feet. 

      The team was blown off course by unexpected winds and 

landed separately in dense jungles far from their intended tar-

get. They suffered numerous wounded, three of which had to 

be medically evacuated, and some of the team barely escaped 

capture by the enemy. 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 

 

The failure of this mission halted the process for two years 

until Nov. 17, 1969, when the last jump occurred and the three 

Vietnam jumps marked the end of the Marine Corps combat 

jump history - until now. 

      Theoretically, the jump was nothing different from the nu-

merous training jumps the seasoned veterans have completed 

in their careers. What made this particular jump so special was 

the location and circumstances, claimed Master Sgt. Todd 

Smalenberg, primary jumpmaster, 1st Recon Bn. 

      When the Marine Corps first implemented the parachute 

insertion program, the purpose was the clandestine insertion of 

troops to prevent enemy counter movement. 

      The reasoning behind the July 23 mission was along simi-

lar lines, according to Maj. Douglas B. Davis, Hercules aircraft 

commander, Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 234, 

Marine Aircraft Group 16, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing. Davis 

was in charge of the Hercules aircraft that delivered the group 

of six pathfinders to their destination. 

      "We were called in for this mission because the ground 

inserts were attracting a lot of attention and taking a lot of 

fire," the 36-year-old, McAllen, Texas native said. "They 

wanted to go in by parachute in order to avoid detection." 

      Although the historical implications of the drop were im-

portant, the Marines had an important mission to complete, 

said Smalenberg. 

      "We did an infiltration into an objective area to conduct an 

initial internal guidance of two CH-46E (Sea Knights)," the 39

-year-old Oscoda, Mich., native explained of his team's mis-

sion. "We were to all insert clandestinely to the area to conduct 

counter (improvised explosive devices) ambushes." 

      IED attacks on convoys and ground patrols are one of the 

problems coalition forces are facing in the ongoing struggle to 

secure and stabilize Iraq. This mission is one of many that are 

being used to counter this threat, Smalenberg mentioned. 

      Overall, the mission was considered a success by those 

involved, claimed 1st Lt. Ken M. Karcher, airborne direct air 

support center, Marine Air Support Squadron 1, 3rd MAW, 

who relayed information for the recon teams once they hit the 

ground. 

      "It was a pretty simple mission and it went over pretty 

well," the 26-year-old Raleigh, N.C., native said. "It was very 

well coordinated by the ground unit." 

      "They went in, they were blacked out and we left," he add-

ed. "They didn't have enemy contact when they hit the ground. 

To me, that's success." 

      The jump was something the enemy might not have ex-

pected, claimed Smalenberg, but the group took extra precau-

tions in the choice of their jump by opting for the high open-

ing. 

      "The reason we chose to do a HAHO vice a (high altitude 

low opening) jump was the stand off distance the aircraft 

would be from the drop zone as well as the noise of the para-

chutes opening at 10 thousand feet vice four thousand feet is 

not even close," he explained. "The sound of a parachute open-

ing at four thousand feet is quite distinct, but there is no noise 

of a parachute opening at 10 thousand feet." 

The mission itself was exciting for all involved, because even 

though units train for this in peacetime operations, it doesn't 

happen often, claimed Sgt. Lee A. Davis, loadmaster, VMGR-

234. 

      "It went great," the 21-year-old Arlington, Texas native 

claimed. "It's really rare for us and we don't get to do it that 

often so we really love it when we get the chance." 

      The older recon pathfinders, none of whom were under the 

rank of staff sergeant, may have been even more excited than 

the younger loadmaster, he noted. 

      "These guys were waiting their whole careers to do this in 

combat," he said. 

      The insertions made in past efforts by the recon Marines 

have varied from using ground and aquatic vehicles to just 

plain walking. Smalenberg also down played the excitement a 

bit by mentioning that a parachute insertion seemed like the 

method of choice for the Marines. 

      "Every time we roll out of the camp in vehicles, the enemy 

knows," he said. "I feel safer doing this than driving my vehi-

cle out of the camp. This is the best means (of insertion). Be-

sides, it's just another way to get to work." 

More about this historic jump on the next page 
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      I recently received the following note from Sgt. Gene 

Breeze (Captain Eugene Breeze USMC Ret), 1st Recon Coôs 

3rd Plt. Sgt in Korea.  Something in the last Reflections prod-

ded him to ask if anyone remembered a man named Bunger: 

 

ñHu 

     Wonder if any of the old guys remember one of our cooks 

named Pfc Bunger?  Our mission was to catch line crossers or 

Commies coming South.  Bunger begged for months to go on 

patrol and finally got his wish. Don't know exactly when is was 

but we hadn't caught a  line crosser for months...and as faith 

would have it, on his first patrol Pfc Bunger apprehende[d] 

a   group all by himself.  
      Heros pop up from strange places 
even the pot shack 
  
Breezeò 

      My reply to Gene included the photograph posted above.  I 

have always wanted to call this man Bunger but something 

tells me that he is really Barton.  Whatever his name I recall 

that he was a short-timer in early 1955 and that he functioned 

as Captain Finneôs Runner/Driver for a while.  I also remember 

that when he left he was replaced by the debonaire daredevil 

jeep roller John J. Evers Jr. for a very brief period.  

      If anyone can settle this guess-who brouhaha once and for 

all it would quiet the minds of  inquiring geezers. 

      Thanks to Gene for asking.                   Semper Fidelis   HU 

Below is a first-hand account of the first -ever com-
bat HAHO jump by U.S. Marines, and the first static 
line round combat jump by Marines in about 36 
years. It was accomplished by Marines of 1st Recon 
Battalion, out of Camp Pendleton, about two weeks 
ago.The HAHO (High Altitude High Opening) jump 
was done using the MC-5 Static Line Ram Air para-
chute system used only by Marines (other Services 
have tried it, but none use it operationally in the 
static line configuration). This is the static line tech-
nique using a freefall-type parachute taught by the 
Airborne Mobile Training Team, which I've been a 
part of since last year.The HAHO jumpers went in to 
set up and secure a drop zone which was then used 
by follow-on elements of 1st Recon to insert for 
patrols into Baghdad. I've inserted some comments 
for clarity for those who may need it. Read careful-
ly, and you'll see why jumpers get that extra pay. 
All in a day's work! Check this out... Semper Fi, Tim-
So the ramp comes down and I am the number one 
man, I can see all the lights of Baghdad below [the 
jump was from about 10,000 feet above ground 
level]. The aircraft is too far to the south and 
Smallenberg is yelling at the crew chief to move the 
plane 15 degrees to the right. It is too late and we 
need to get out now, he figured we can make it 
anyway and gives the go. I step out into a seated 
exit and my parachute opens on heading but the 
compass board flips forward on top of my combat 
equipment. I was using a dive attack board [a navi-
gational board used by divers] because that's all we 
have here at this time. It didn't work, too big. So I 
turn to the east using my rear riser and then un-
stow. I check in on the radio and go for the GPS. I 
have a constant right turn because the brake line 
didn't come free of the finger trap [the brake line is 
also called the steering line - only unstowing one 
brake can cause the canopy to go into a turn that 
the jumper must counter with the other brake line]. 
I break the retaining bands [rubber bands] that are 
holding the GPS and also break the dummy cord. 
LOL, So now I have a GPS in my hand and it's not 
dummy corded and I need to get my NVG's [night 
vision goggles] on. I am at about 8500 feet. I put 
the GPS in my left hand and am controlling the par-
achute with that hand also because of the slow 
right turn. I get the NVG's on and have to adjust 
them to get them in the right place. What a cluster 
f$$k. LOL, OK, I have them in place and can't see 
anyone because of all the lights from the city below. 
I look down and see Abu Garaib prison below me, 
YIKES I am already too far east, I get on the radio  

(Continued on next page) 
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Sung to the tune of ñGood Night Ladiesò 

 

 

Good night, Chesty!  
 

Good night, Chesty! Good Night, Chesty! 

Good night Chestyðwherever you may be! 

After you the Corps will roll, Corps will roll, 

Corps will roooooll, 

After you the Corps will rollðon to victoreeee!

      In some respects those of us who were recruits while 

ñChestyò  (Lt. General Lewis B. Puller ) was still alive 

were deprived of what must have been a great pleas-

ureé...singing a sack-time lullaby to him under the sleepy-

eyed musical direction of our Drill Instructor (try to picture 

it!). 

     Burke Davis (General Pullerôs biographer) recounts how 

the following ditty was sung at lights-out by recruits in 

what must have been the late seventies.  Although he does 

not precisely date the origin of the song it must have been 

after Chesty mustered into eternity because those of us who 

became Marines in 1954 knew exactly where he was and 

didnôt have to wonder ñwherever you areò.  Although we 

laughingly now do wonder where he iséé.most of us 

know that he is likely overseeing the guarding of the Gold-

en Streets with so many other of our comrades who have 

passed. 

and tell all the jumpers to turn and hold into the wind. 
I check in and let them know that I am north of 
[checkpoint] Mobile and holding into the wind, I could-
n't hear them answer me but later found out that they 
could hear me. I get the GPS working and the DZ [drop 
zone] is just under 3 clicks [kilometers] away. I now 
have to pull out the PEQ-4 IR pointer [an infrared 
pointing device] that I have in a leg holster, I get it out 
and start looking for the DZ. I spot the farm fields and 
lase them so the rest of the stick can tell where the 
DIP [Desired Insertion Point] is. I start heading that 
direction.There is a large canal right under me and I 
don't know if I am going to make the DZ. I still have 
plenty of altitude though. I look around and see one 
parachute behind me, it's the XO, he is the team lead-
er. I look down below and there are two canopies be-
low me. So I start hitting the DZ with the IR pointer 
again so they know which field to land in. Smallenburg 
is the first to land followed by Bell who lands about 8 
feet from him. The rest of us come in on them and our 
whole team is no more than in a 30 meter circle. We all 
have to do PLF's [parachute landing falls-ouch] be-
cause the wind was slightly at our backs. After the 
tumble we all get our weapons up and stay still.The 
dogs in the area start barking and a few haji's are com-
ing out of their houses to take a look. Once they go 
back in we start our actions on the DZ and set it up for 
the static line sticks that will be there in 45 minutes. 
The two helos drop the static line sticks off the DZ and 
a few parachutes land in a canal but it's not deep. A 
few minutes after the parachutes are on the ground, 
we hear small arms fire and then an explosion, there is 
an ambush going on Mobile about 1 km from us. Trac-
ers are flying over the static line guys heads. It only 
lasts for about 15 seconds, then quiets down. We try 
to get air but they had to check off -station. It takes 
about 15 minutes before we get 2 Harriers and they 
scan the area for us but find no enemy. The teams 
consolidate on the DZ and head out on patrol. We wait 

30 minutes then call for our extract. 2 civilian vehi-
cles come to pick us up, our guys dressed as 
haji's, we load the chutes into a small flatbed and 

get into a suburban and head back to the MEK [home 
base]. That's it, we've completed the mission and are 
the first Marines to conduct a combat HAHO, and the 
static line guys are the first in like 36 years to do a 
combat jump. That's it, talk to you soon, Dan  

(Continued from previous page) 

H. Campbell Photo-1955 
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Bill Hay                               Lt. Michael Giddings          Everette M. ñBuzzò Penland                Collins ??                     Sgt. Strickland                  Llewellyn White 

    Unknown 001                                                                         Sgt. George                     Haman                                Lt. Bradley                                Blakely 

George ñRobinò Cunningham 

    Bruce Axberg                 Ray D. ñAndyò Anderton          Curtis Bloomquist             Lt. Bob Mathias                      Boyd ??                            Unknown 002  

     1st Sgt. McGuire                                              Rutherford                         Smoote                                        Sgt. Lewis ?? 

Campbell 

Clinton 
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